Felt Scrap Bowl Tutorial

You Will Need
felt scraps in your color choice
novelty yarns (optional)
machine embroidery thread #30 or #40 weight
heavy duty water soluble stabilizer (Sulky Ultra Solvy is an example)
straight pins
sewing machine with free motion stitching capability
vessel for drying and shaping bowl (sample uses oatmeal box)
This is the perfect project if you have a lot of small felt scraps left over from other
projects. The size of the bowl will be determined by how many scraps you have available
and how much time you want to spend sewing all the scraps together. Start with a smaller
piece if this is the first time you've ever tried free motion machine stitching.

1. Cut two squares of heavy duty water soluble stabilizer. The sample shown
here was approximately 20"x20'.

2. Place felt scraps on one piece of the stabilizer into a rough circle.
Tip - If you dampen the back side of the felt scraps when placing them, they
will stick to the water soluble stabilizer.

3. Place novelty yarns over the felt scraps if desired.

4. Place the other square of water soluble stabilizer over the felt scraps and
yarn.

5. Pin the edges of the two pieces of water soluble stabilizer together. Be
careful to avoid shifting the scraps of felt around.

6. Set your sewing machine up for free motion stitching. Lower the feed
dogs, use a darning foot, set the machine stitch width and length to zero.

7. Add more straight pins to the middle of the sandwich of felt and water
soluble stabilizer if needed to keep the felt from shifting.

8. Use a contrasting color of thread.
Put the sandwich under the foot of the sewing machine and bring the
bobbin thread up to the surface by taking one stitch and then pulling the
top thread to bring the bobbin thread up. Make several stitches in place to
lock the thread. Cut the free ends off.

9. Sew around the edge of the felt scraps and continue to sew in a spiral
about 1" apart. Make sure to keep the machine speed fairly high while
moving the sandwich underneath the needle. Remember that since the feed
dogs are lowered, the sandwich will need to be moved with your hands as
you sew.

10. Remove straight pins as you sew.

11. Once the spiral sewing had reached the center, sew from the center out to
the edge making radial spokes of stitching.

12. Stitch several times over the radial spokes. Don't worry about the neatness
of your stitching as it will not be noticed in the final bowl.

13. Switch colors of thread and free motion machine stitch in a tighter pattern.
The sample shows stitching several rows of circles around the outside
edge. Try to overlap the stitching over the prior stitching and catch all the
scraps of felt in the stitching.

14. Keep stitching to cover all the prior stitching. Random patterns work well
here.

15. Continue free motion stitching until the entire surface is well covered with
stitching. The sample shows random wavy radial stitching in the center
portion.

16. Make sure to catch all the felt scraps with stitching.

17. Find something to place the bowl on for shaping. The sample shows using
an oatmeal box covered with plastic wrap.

18. Cut off any excess water soluble stabilizer from around the edges. Avoid
cutting into any stitching or felt scraps.

19. Place sandwich in sink with hot water to dissolve the water soluble
stabilizer. Keep soaking and swishing around in the water until most of the
stabilizer is dissolved.

20. Wring out excess water. The piece should still feel sticky. Not all the
stabilizer has been removed so the piece will be stiff when dried. The
remaining stabilizer acts like a stiffening agent.

21. Drape the wet felt over the form chosen for shaping. Arrange the folds and
edges to the shape desired. Let dry for at least 24 hours.
22. For a wider, shallower bowl, drape the felt over a shorter, wider form. A
bowl covered with plastic wrap works well. This technique can be used
with fabric scraps instead of felt scraps if so desired.
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